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CLINICAL LABORATORY METHODS. Third Edition. By Russell S. Haden.
C. V. Mosby Co., 1929.
The third edition of this manual, devised essentially for the
worker in the clinical laboratory, follows the general scheme of
previous editions. It represents the outgrowth of the note-books used
in the development of the laboratory of a general hospital and, as
the author states in his original preface, all discussion of the inter-
pretation ofresults has been intentionally avoided. It is not intended
to be a text-book, and the directions for the performance of individu-
al tests are correspondingly brief and didactic. In scope it attempts
to cover the work which the laboratory of a general hospital is most
frequently called upon to perform, including the divisions of so-
called Clinical Microscopy, Clinical Chemistry, Serology and Clinical
Bacteriology. Some of the sections are fairly exhaustive, such as
that of Clinical Microscopy, others are brief, notably that covering
Clinical Bacteriology.
Among the ever increasing numbers of these manuals for the
clinical laboratory the reviewer has found preceding editions of this
work to be satisfactory for the guidance of technical workers. The
fact that at least a few references to the original literature are in-
cluded is an asset which does not appear in the majority of similar
brief compilations of laboratory methods. One is inclined to wish,
however, that more than one method had been outlined under cer-
tain of the given determinations.
One important error in the text should be noted. In the direc-
tions for preparing an artificial standard for the quantitative de-
termination of bile pigments in blood by the van den Bergh method,
the text on page I25 reads: "an artificial standard solution containing
2.I6I grains of anhydrous cobaltous sulphate in IOO c. c. of distilled
water". It should read 2.I6I grams of anhydrous cobaltous sulphate.
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